
From the Deputy Principal 
The last few weeks have been extremely busy and the term is rapidly drawing to 
a close. With it come the mixed emotions of farewelling our Year 12 students, as 
they graduate and prepare for their HSC exams early next term. We pray for them 
as they prepare to leave and are thankful for the contribution each and every one 
has made to the school. They are a very close group of students, with many 
having been at school together since Kindergarten— 13 years! 

On a more everyday note, I would like to remind you about uniform require-
ments. The uniform at Covenant is smart and easy to wear but many students are 
pushing the limits and failing to wear the uniform correctly. Please note the 
following requirements if you are purchasing new items for next term. 

• Shoes should be black lace up leather shoes - not ballet flats, not black canvas 
shoes or skate shoes but traditional school shoes.  

• Next term all students should be wearing a school hat or cap at lunchtime and 
recess, to protect them from the sun. Please ensure your child  has a school hat 
or cap. It is important that students are protected from the sun’s rays at a young 
age, to prevent skin cancers. I have had many ‘sunspots’ burned off my face and 
elsewhere because as a child and teenager I tried to be tanned like some of my 
friends. Being very fair skinned, I just burned! One of those browner skinned 
friends recently contracted melanoma, due in part to those sessions in the sun at 
school. 

• Please do not allow your children to have eyebrows, noses, lips etc pierced in 
the holidays. We allow one pair of earrings for girls, one clear keeper for boys 
and no other piercings. Students who come to school with other piercings will 
be sent home. 

• No other jewellery should be worn except for a small cross on a chain for senior 
students. This includes purity rings. While the philosophy underpinning purity 
rings is commendable, how are we, in a school situation, to judge what 
constitutes a purity ring? Can boys wear them? Are they all the same or are 
some more showy than others? Will it create dissension among those who 
choose not to wear purity rings? 

We would urge parents to uphold the school rules about clothing and jewellery, 
so avoiding needless conflict and expense. Please also urge your children to check 
in lost property for missing items - it is again close to overflowing. Unnamed 
articles will be sent to the Uniform Shop or a charity at the end of term. 

Finally, next Sunday a group of intrepid German students and Mrs Downing and 
Mrs Conway set off to Bremen, Germany. The students will be attending a school 
somewhat similar to Covenant, boarding with a German family, sightseeing and 
honing their spoken German. We wish them a safe and happy time in Bremen 
and uphold them in our prayers.  

Please pray, too, for Mr Trevaskis and Mr John Hill who will be undertaking a 
gruelling cycle challenge through breakthecycle  to raise money for Eagles Wings 
Africa. 

 Mrs Chris O’Sullivan 
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From the Prayer Group 
“The tongue has the power of life and 
death, and those who love it will eat its 
fruit.” 
  Proverbs 18:22 (NIV) 

For Prayer and Praise 

• Pray for our Year 11 students, for 
exams, works, end of year. 

• Pray for our Year 12 students as they 
continue to work hard and prepare to 
say farewell. 

• Pray for our younger students at 
different workshops and camps. 

• Continue to pray for and encourage 
each other with words of life. 

Please join with us in prayer  

(Monday, 9.00am on the staffroom verandah). 

We want to pray for you - 
for all our staff, students and families. 

Email the Prayer Group at:  
prayergroup@covenant.nsw.edu.au 

Changeover to Summer Uniform 

First day of Term 4 will see the 
changeover to summer uniform. The 
Uniform Shop will not be open in the 
school holidays so please make sure 

you purchase any uniform 
requirements before the holidays. 
Please note that there will be a price 

increase on some items from next term. 
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 Café        Covie - Open every Wednesday - 9.00-11.30am - Takeaway only from 10.15am 

School Canteen School Canteen School Canteen School Canteen - Open Mondays and Fridays 

CCS Uniform Shop CCS Uniform Shop CCS Uniform Shop CCS Uniform Shop - Open Mondays 2.00-2.45pm and Wednesdays 8.00-9.00am (ph: 9450 2696) 

Andrew’s Angle 
Working Bee – Thank You!  

Thank you to those who attended the Working Bee on the weekend. Your efforts 
are certainly appreciated and to the benefit of the whole school community. 

IT – Job Opportunity 

With the growth in IT within our school, please see the job ad adjacent to this article 
in this newsletter. 

PIP Declaration of Hours Form 

The K-12 Parent Involvement Program serves many purposes. This invaluable 
contribution made by parents helps the school to maintain its high standard and 
provides opportunities for the school community (staff, parents, students and 
friends) to interact. Most importantly, it gives you the opportunity to enjoy a 
hands-on role in the education of your children. 

A credit is given to parents who have participated and have completed a PIP 
Declaration of Hours form. A form for Term 3 is included with this newsletter. 
Please read the form carefully. 

A number of parents have asked if they could donate their PIP credit to the 
Building Fund or the Bursary Fund. The form allows this option to be taken. All 
donations to the Building and Bursary Funds are tax deductible and a receipt will 
be provided. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

The responsibility for the completion of this declaration form rests with you. To 
ensure that the processing of appropriate credits is done in a timely manner, please 
return the form no later than 2 October 2009, otherwise your credit may be delayed. 
Term 2 PIP credits can be carried over into this term. 

School Fee Statements 

Family statements will be sent out at the end of this week. If you do not receive one 
please contact Mrs Lynn Layland in the Finance office. Prompt payment is greatly 
appreciated. Mr Andrew Lowry, Business Manager 

Community Freezer 
The freezer is empty and we have urgent needs. If you would like to a donate meal or 
food items, it would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Mrs Mairwen Chapman 
on 9905 5261. 

40 Hour Famine – World Vision 
There has been an amazing response this year to the 40 hour famine where funds 
raised are going towards the Global Food Crisis. At present 900,000,000 people face 
hunger every day and this is estimated to reach 1 billion in the next few years. As 
little as $8 will feed a child for a month (hard to believe given that buys a sandwich 
and drink here – only one meal)! 

Covenant students took up the challenge of raising $13,000 which would feed every-
one at our school (students and staff) for two months. We are more than halfway 
there which is really exciting and encouraging. Many students went without more 
than one thing or did the famine more than once. It’s wonderful to see the enthusiasm and willingness to help; it’s especially 
exciting to see the looks on their faces when they realise how many children they have helped. 

All books and money raised need to be returned by the end of this week. Even if your child was not able to participate, the book must be 

returned. 

Many thanks to the parents, extended families, students and staff who have also participated by sponsoring; it is so valuable. 
Mrs Deb Redwood, 40 Hour Famine Group Leader 

 

 

Positions Vacant  
(commencing 25 January 2010) 

Transition Class Teachers’ Aide 

Temporary 12 months, 1 day a week 
Closing date: Friday 25 September 2009 

Infants Coordinator 

Permanent full-time 
Curriculum Coordinator (K – 6) 

Permanent full-time 
Extension & Enrichment 

Coordinator (K – 12) 

Permanent part-time ( 0.2 FTE)   
or full-time considered 

Primary Teacher 

12 month Maternity leave 
replacement 

Mathematics Teacher (Yr 7 – 12) 

Ability to teach highest levels of 
Mathematics an advantage 

Temporary 12 months 
Approximately 0.6FTE to full-time  

IT Support Role (immediate start) 
Reporting to the ICT Manager, this diverse 

IT role offers great variety and potential 
for the successful applicant.  

You will be motivated, articulate and 
service oriented, and take a positive 

problem-solving approach to hardware 
and software support for students and a 
staff of 90, administer Windows Server 
2003-2008, XP and Microsoft Exchange 

systems, configure, deploy and maintain 
Windows networking environment, and 

have relevant work experience and 
tertiary qualifications.  

Closing date for above positions: 
Friday 2 October 2009 

For job descriptions and application package 
for the above positions, contact the Executive 
Assistant at admin@covenant.nsw.edu.au or on 
(02) 9450 2688 or go to  
www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/employment  . 
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What’s New on the Blogsite http://www.ourcovenant.com.au ? 
Junior School Music Program 

Covenant Christian School is excited to announce an expansion of the Junior School Music program. This will be launched 
in 2010. We believe it will be a great bonus to our students and families. This expanded program is being covered in 
existing school fees and will be during school time. Learn more on the blogsite: 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_251502/Junior_School_Music_program_expands_for_2010 

Primary CIS Athletics Championships 

On Tuesday 15 September, Braden King (Yr 6), Hayden Tucker (Yr 6) and Cooper Bennison (Yr 5) competed in the 2009 
CIS Athletics Championships at Homebush. 

Cooper qualified 9th in the 200m and 2nd in the 100m to go through to the finals in both events. In the 100m, he narrowly 
missed a medal and came 4th with a personal best time - a great achievement at such a high level of competition. Hayden 
came 12th overall in the 200m. Braden threw a personal best distance in turbo javelin to come second and was awarded a 
silver medallion. 

These boys are a credit to our school - for the effort they put in, the spirit in which they competed and all that they 
achieved. 

Thanks to their wonderful parents for their support, encouragement and presence at all the carnivals in recent months. 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_250758/Primary_CIS_Athletics_Championships_2009 

National Swimming Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Daniel Mackay who last week competed in the National All Schools 
Swimming titles in Perth. Daniel competed in the 14 years age group in three individual 
events (200m Butterfly, 100m Butterfly and 200m Freestyle) and two relays (200m 
Freestyle and 200m Medley). 

Daniel performed outstandingly well, coming 2nd in the 200m Butterfly, 3rd in the 100m 
Butterfly and 5th in the 200m Freestyle. In the relays, his team came 4th in the freestyle and 
7th in the  Medley. 

This is a fantastic result and great reward for all his hard work in training. Well done, 
Daniel! 
http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_251503/National_All_Schools_Swimming_Titles_2009 

UNSW Computer Skills Competition 2009 

During Term 2, 55 Secondary students at Covenant sat the UNSW Computer Skills 
Competition. Over 13,500 students sat the tests in Years 7-10 throughout NSW and 
ACT. Since then students, and staff, have been eagerly awaiting the results.  

Well, the results are in, and the news is good! Of those 55 students who entered the 
competition, an extremely encouraging 27 of them achieved credit or distinction 
certificates. Our particular congratulations go to those five students who achieved 
distinction certificates:  

Year 9: Thomas Bell, Jeremiah Hunter, Murray Sullivan 
Year 10: Amelia Goodwin, Lucy Richardson. 

Well done to all of those students who participated. 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_251518/UNSW_Computer_Skills_Competition_2009 

More Blogsites to Visit: 

School Activities 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_250817/Under_12_Rugby_Gala_Day_2009 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_251462/ESL_students_enjoy_traditional_food 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_251467/Love_bombs_for_Year_12_students 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_250760/Sausage_Cup_Basketball_Teachers_vs_Yr_12 

General News 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_251515/Christian_Education_National_seeking_a_Financial_Officer  
http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_251436/Jesus_all_about_Life_Pastors_praying_on_Harbour_Bridge 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_251431/Did_you_know_-_YouTube_Technology_Video 
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Community Notices 
(The school cannot necessarily make careful assessments 
of the quality or integrity of all of the services or events 
advertised in the newsletter. The Board welcomes 
feedback from members of the school community about 
the organisations which receive promotion. Comments 
should be in writing, addressed to the Board, and will be 
treated confidentially. The school’s written policy on 
“Promotion” can be viewed at the Library.) 

• Emotional and Resilience Programs 
Developed by World renowned 
psychologist Prof Paula Barrett.  
Child - 7 to 11 Yrs; Youth - 12 to 16 
Yrs, Ages 4 to 7 Yrs.  22 October. 
Friends for Life is the only anxiety  
prevention program acknowledged 
by the World Health Organisation 
with over 15 years of comprehensive 
research evaluation and practice.  
For more information contact Lisa 
(07) 3844 5844, email 
training@pathwayshrc.com.au or go 
to www.pathwayshrc.com.au 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Coming Up! 
Thu 24 & Fri 25 September 

Year 5-6 Toon Camp 
Year 7 Tooning 2 Camp 
Year 5-8 World Cup Maths Camp 

Fri 25 September to Thu 1 October  

Year 11 Exams 
Fri 25 September  
Year 5 Indoor Soccer Challenge 
(7pm school Hall) 

Monday 28 September 

School Tour 

Thursday 1 October 

Year 12 Graduation (7.30pm) 

Friday 2 October 

Year 12 Assemblies & Last Day 
Last day of Term 3 

Wednesday 7 October 

Colin Buchanan Concert at Covie 

Monday 19 October 

First day of Term 4 

Tuesday 20 October 

HSC Exams commence 

Wed 21 to Fri 23 October 

School Certificate Trial Exams 
Year 6 Canberra Trip 

Thu 22 to Fri 23 October 

Year 11 Retreat 
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This Week’s Quizzle … 
 

 

 

Answer to the last Quizzle … 

IDENTICAL TWINS 

GO 
 

SURGERY 

Dance Like a Star! 
The Covie Community Development team is again delighted to 
offer a four week Ballroom Dancing class for beginners and 
intermediate levels.  

Our dance teacher, Mr Marc Bineham, is a professionally qualified 
teacher who has the ability to put all at ease and make the lessons fun! 

Cost is $40 for a four week course, commencing Monday 26 October (Week 2, Term 
4) from 7.30-9.00pm in the school Hall. To book your place or make further 
enquiries, please contact Mrs Karen Grey on 9905 4263. 

Theatre Sports Skills and Games 
Attention Year 7 to 9 students: Thank Goodness You’re Here!  

Fruitcake Children’s Entertainment and Workshops presents Improvisation and 
Theatre Sports Skills and Games. 

Be as brilliantly spontaneous as those on TV and learn the art of improvisation as 
you exercise your creative juices, quick wit and imagination through fun drama 
games and exercises. Hilarious results guaranteed! 

Come and be part of the fun and learn some new acting skills. Term 4—Friday 
lunch times. Cost $80/term 

Enquiries to Miss Fruitcake (Fiona Gosling) on 0406 763 831 or email 
fiona@missfruitcake.com.au 

• Holiday ICS Study Skills Courses 

Various courses will be available 
these holidays for Yr 7-12 students. 
Call 02 8090 1286 or go to 
 http://skillscentre.com.au/sydney-h/ 
 for information. 

• Holiday Soccer Camps 

Lots of locations for boys and girls 
ages 4-14—see 
www.starsportscamps.com  

Year 5 Indoor Soccer 
Challenge 
Friday 25 September, 7-9pm in the 
school hall. Bring your own drinks 
and a plate of supper to share. 

RSVP to Mrs Kari Higgins on 9972 
7919 or hellohiggins@bigpond.com .  

Middle Section Tests & 
Assignments 
Here are tests and assignments given to the 
students which are due a week or more from 
the issue date. This will assist students and 
parents in planning their work load. 

Subject and Title         Due Date 
YEAR 7 
English Assessment (all classes) 
    Storyboard and Reflection 29/9 
Maths Common Task  1/10   

YEAR 8 
Maths Common Task 29/9 
Music – Musical Assignment 
   Group 1 30/10 
   Group 3 5/11   
NB: Maths unit tests held regularly at end of units. 

Students notified in class a day or two prior. 

Secondary Musical 
Beauty and the Beast will be 
performed by the Secondary school in 
Term 4 so we are busily organising 
costumes and props.  

If anyone has access to fabric or  
materials for costumes (lots of 
coloured skirts and white blouses), 
please contact the school office. 


