
From the Principal 
Christian philosopher James Smith has suggested that education, and specifically 
Christian education, is not first and foremost about what we know, but more 
importantly about what we love. If he is correct, we are about the formation of 
hearts and desires, and that education not only “gets into our heads, but also (and 
more fundamentally) grabs us by the gut – what the New Testament refers to as 
kardia, ‘the heart’.“ 

If this is true, then education should help shape our hopes and passions – our 
vision of ‘the good life’ – and not merely about the transference of data. He 
suggests that this means it is about transforming our imagination rather than the 
saturation of our intellect. 

Christian education would involve shaping us (students, teachers and parents), 
forming us, moulding us, to be a people whose hearts and passions and desires 
are aimed at the Kingdom of God. 

This is a picture of education that encourages us to see that this picture is closely 
related to Christian worship, and that all aspects of educational practice are 
important because everything impacts on the development of our heart direction 
and passion. Shopping mall owners know this only too well. They pay very 
careful attention to every aspect of the ‘shopping experience’, from the entry foyer 
to the background music and the fittings in the shops. Each plays a part in 
shaping and inviting the visitor into its own vision of ‘the good life’, inviting them 
to visit again and to share in the common vision. 

Schools (and churches?) could perhaps learn from these other cultural gathering 
places, not to mimic, but to understand what they understand well; that every 
aspect of schooling helps shape the vision and passion of those who enter. 

As Covenant seeks to be a place that helps shape the hearts and desires of those in 
our community, I hope that we are careful in looking at every aspect of our 
practice knowing that each one can help or hinder this process. 

I would encourage you to continue to pray for our school. 
 Mr Bill Rusin 

Infants Fun Day—Transition 3 to Year 2 
Just a reminder that our Fun Day is Thursday 10 September. Please pray for fine 
weather as it often has to be postponed due to weather. A more detailed note will 
come out next week with all the things you need to know for the day. I hope you 
are looking forward to it. As the name states , it certainly is a day of FUN! 

We apologise for the incorrect date (3 September) being published previously  
and for any inconvenience this may have caused.   Mrs Jenn Dykstra 
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From the Prayer Group 
Jesus answered, “It is written that man 
does not live on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from the mouth 
of God.” 
  Matthew 4:19 (NIV) 
For Prayer and Praise 
• Give thanks and praise for our fabulous 

Year 5 teachers, students and 
families.  Pray that they would 
continue to grow and feed on the word 
of God. 

• Pray for year 12 as they complete their 
major works that they would have 
strength right to the end, pray also for 
their families 

• Give thanks for the joy and hope over 
all the recent gala days 

• Continue to pray for the new building 
works and our neighbours 

• Next week: Year 6—Please join with us in prayer  
(Monday, 9.00am on the staffroom verandah). 

We want to pray for you - 
for all our staff, students and families. 

Email the Prayer Group at:  
prayergroup@covenant.nsw.edu.au 

Fathers Day Breakfast 
Friday 4 September 

7.15-8.30am in the school hall 

RSVP Today! 

New Term Dates for 2010 
Term 1  Mon 1 Feb - Thu 1 Apr 
Term  2 Tue 20 Apr - Fri 25 Jun 
Term 3  Mon 19 Jul - Fri 24 Sep  
Term 4  Mon 11 Oct - Thu 9 Dec 
2/4 Good Friday, 5/4 Easter Monday 

Important Notice 
Please note dates for Terms 2 and 3 2010 
have been changed, to bring Covenant 
into line with other CEN schools. We 
apologise for any inconvenience caused. 
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 Café        Covie - Open every Wednesday - 9.00-11.30am - Takeaway only from 10.15am 

School Canteen School Canteen School Canteen School Canteen - Open Mondays and Fridays 

CCS Uniform Shop CCS Uniform Shop CCS Uniform Shop CCS Uniform Shop - Open Mondays 2.00-2.45pm and Wednesdays 8.00-9.00am (ph: 9450 2696) 

Andrew’s Angle 
Canteen – Order Online 
Covenant  has teamed up with MunchMonitor to offer an easy to use online 
ordering system for parents and students. Simply set up an account, submit your 
orders online and the canteen will deliver your child’s lunches as they always have. 
To investigate simply go to www.munchmonitor.com, enter the school Username 
ccs and password munch2085 and click FAQ for answers to Frequently Asked 
Questions. Alternatively, send an email to help@munchmonitor.com . 

Working Bee – IT Focus— Saturday 19 September, 8am to 12pm 

The next working bee will be run by Dave de Horne, ICT Manager. The time will be 
used to assist our IT department with the packing up of old computers so that new 
ones can be installed in their place. Working bees are always a great opportunity to 
meet other members of our community and complete your PIP hours. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 

Do You Come from the West Ryde Area 
One of our families from the West Ryde area is having trouble getting their Year 1 child to school due to ongoing car 
problems. If you live in the West Ryde area and may be able to help transport a child to and/or from school, please contact the 
school office. 

Mr Andrew Lowry, Business Manager 

Year 7 Vaccinations 
On Wednesday 16 September, the following vaccinations will take place for Year 7 students : Hepatitis B (Dose 2) and Human 
Papillomavirus (Doses 2 and 3).  

Students who missed their Chicken Pox vaccine can also receive it at this visit. 

Consent forms will be sent out for Dose 2 of Hepatitis B and must PLEASE be returned ASAP, and no later than 11 
September. 

Mrs Jackie Voges, School Nurse 

Fathers Day Breakfast 
Friday 4 September—7.15-8.30am. RSVPs due today, Wednesday 2 September! 

From the Canteen 
Due to the weather getting warmer, drinks and ice-creams will be delivered to the Junior school in an esky bag. To make use 
of this, parents ordering from the canteen must provide two bags, a hot food and cold food bag, clearly labelled with your 
child's name, class and items purchased. 

For parents using the new MunchMonitor ordering system, this will be done for you! 

2009 Premier’s Reading Challenge 
It is finished! Congratulations to the 38 students who have completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge for 2009. For Kindy, 
Year 1 and Year 2 students this meant reading (or having read to them) 30 books, 25 from the special list. For Year 3 and 
above the students were required to read 20 books (15 from the special list).  

The following students handed their record sheets in last week: Elijah Mucci 3W, Tara Mucci KD, Alexander Lee 2N, Jeremy 
Mak 2N, Laura Monin 2N, James Horton 2N, Ben Watkins 1S, Jessica Watkins 3W, Brian Tan 4E, Caitlyn O’Callaghan 3W, 
Rebekah Smith 4E and Joshua Pearson 3H.  

Thank you to the parents who entered their children’s results into the computer on the Premier’s Reading Challenge website. 

The certificates from the Premier usually arrive in the last couple of days of school in December. 

Students who participate in the Premier’s Reading Challenge for four consecutive years will receive a Gold certificate. If your 
child is due for a Gold certificate, please contact me in the Junior Library.  

Mrs Robyn Watson, Junior School Teacher Librarian 

Everybody in the school community 
is  warmly invited to attend 

Fusion Night 
Wednesday 9 September 

7.30-9.30pm in the school hall 

HSC Major Works for  
Design & Technology, Industrial 

Technology and Visual Arts  
will be on display. 

Refreshments will be served. 

For a sneak peak to go page 3  
for the blogsite address. 
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What’s New on the Blogsite http://www.ourcovenant.com.au ? 
Junior School Girls Soccer Gala Day 
After the Junior School girls’ soccer Gala day was rained out in July, the Covenant girls got back to training. Monday 24 
August was perfect. By 7:00am we were all in our cars and heading to Penrith. It was great to have the support of Mrs 
Tucker, Mr Shapiro and Mr Lovcik, who all made the trip out for the second time. 

Our first game was against Green Point. It was a great warm up as they proved 
tough competitors and gave all the girls a chance to see the ball. We played two 10 
minute halves and by the final whistle we had managed to slot away one goal. 
Throughout the day only one team ever scored on us. A valiant defensive effort 
from Abi, Hannah, Sarah, Gianna, Sabrina, Faith, Rachel and Ellie keeping our goal 
keepers fairly bored through most games. 

The next two games gave plenty of opportunity to hone our attack with several 
girls chipping in for goals. Our forwards, Isabella, Annaliese, Millie, Boyoung, 
Chelsea, Jess Wye, Alicia, Katarina and Julie, combined well to keep the ball near 
the opposition goals. The other teams competed well and it was great to see the Covenant girls being generous in victory. 
As expected, our final game was much more intense. The girls tasted defeat for the first time with a gritty 2 – 1 loss. We 
then had 20 minutes to gather ourselves for the semis. 

Sutherland had finished their pool on top and we had to beat them to proceed. The game finished scoreless, however the 
Sutherland team was handed the win on corners. They then went on to win the day against Northern Beaches in the final.  

For the full report and more photos, go to 
http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_246699/Junior_Girls_Soccer_Gala_Day_2009 

CIS Rugby League Sevens Gala Day 
A beautiful morning on the last day of winter greeted players from some 20 CIS 
schools from across NSW, who gathered together on the lush grass of The Crest 
Sporting fields at Bass Hill. Covenant have been playing in this annual carnival 
since 1990 and it is a highlight of the rugby league calendar at school. 

It was a wonderful day of rugby league and, from the coaches’ point of view, we 
were really proud of the effort of the students against tough opposition, and also 
with the wonderful sportsmanship they displayed. A big thank you to our 
wonderful drivers on the day, Mrs Gradwell, Mrs Thornton, Mr Curnow and Joel 
Wakeford, who helped us in many ways, with encouragement and coffee for the 
busy coaches a highlight!  

For the full report and some great photos, go to  
http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_246795/CIS_Rugby_League_7s_Gala_Day_2009 

Hope 103.2 Live Broadcast Update 
If you missed the 103.2 Radio interviews, you can now hear them online and see 50 new photographs at  
http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_231538/Hope_Live_Radio_Broadcast_a_wonderful_success 

More Blogsites to Visit: 
http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_243434/Big_Exo_Day_VOTE_for_Covenant_Alumni_band_Escend - Voting for former 
Covie student band Escend closes this week 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_241214/Scott_Flansburg_the_Human_Calculator - complete with 34 minutes of video 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_246713/Living_Books_bring_stories_to_life_in_the_library 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_245293/HSC_Extension_2_English_major_works_completed 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_243444/Author_Scott_Monk_speaks_to_Year_11_and_Year_12 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_244310/Fusion_night_display_of_HSC_major_works 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_243701/Cricket_NSW_teach_balls_skills_to_Year_4 

General Interest 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_246725/Jesus_all_about_life_new_advertisements_being_filmed 

http://www.covenant.nsw.edu.au/_webapp_243693/Premiers_Adventure_Challenge_gives_free_access_to_museums 
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Letters To Parents 
Some may not have been distributed yet. 
Date of 
Letter Class Topic 
24/8 T-2 Occupational Therapy  
 3 HSIE Excursion 
28/8 7-12 Soccer Gala Day 
31/8 4 Powerhouse Excursion 
If you did not receive a letter relevant to your 
child, please ask your child to collect a copy  from 
their teacher or go to  http://tinyurl.com/CCSNotes  

 
Community Notices 
(The school cannot necessarily make careful assessments 
of the quality or integrity of all of the services or events 
advertised in the newsletter. The Board welcomes 
feedback from members of the school community about 
the organisations which receive promotion. Comments 
should be in writing, addressed to the Board, and will be 
treated confidentially. The school’s written policy on 
“Promotion” can be viewed at the Library.) 

• Little Giants Multi-Sports Programs 

‘Get your kids active!’ For children 
aged 2-7 yrs. A new sport every 
week. Enrolments accepted any time. 
Call 0404 218 926 or go to 
www.littlegiantssports.com.au . 

• ADHD Adult & Family Conference 

“Causes & Consequences of ADHD” 
Saturday 19 Sep, Sydney Institute 
TAFE, Harris St, Ultimo, 9.00am-
4.30pm. 
Cost $50. BYO Lunch or TAFE 
Cafetaria. Ph 9889 5977 or go to 
www.add.org.au 

• SURCH School Holiday Camp 

Yrs 7-9 5-9 October 
Yrs 10-12 12-16 October 
“For all who want to learn how to 
walk with God.” 
Where: Tea Gardens, Baptist Church. 
For more info call 4571 1444 or see Mr 
Thornton at school. 

• Maths and English Tuition 

McJ’s Education Centre has been 
helping students on the North Shore 
and Northern Beaches since 2005. 
With 1on1 sessions and tutors that 
come to your home. 
Visit www.mcjseducation.com.au to 
find out more or call 8987 1907.  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Coming Up! 
Friday 4 September 

Fathers Day Breakfast 

Monday 7 September 

School Tour 

Mon-Fri 7-11 September 

Yr 11 Hospitality Work Placement 

Wednesday 9 September 

Fusion Night (7.30pm) 

Thursday 10 September 

Infants Fun Day 

Tuesday 15 September 

Primary CIS Athletics 

Wednesday 16 September 

Grandparents Day and Scholastic 
Book Fair 
Year 7 Vaccinations 

Thursday 17 September 
Mission 2010 Information Evening 
Year 7 Parent Dinner 

Saturday 19 September 

School Working Bee (8am-12noon) 

Tue 22 & Wed 23 September 

Year 3-6 Writers Workshop 

Thu 24 & Fri 25 September 

Year 5-6 Toon Camp 
Year 7 Tooning 2 Camp 
Year 5-8 World Cup Maths Camp 

Fri 25 September to Thu 1 October  

Year 11 Exams 

Thursday 1 October 

Year 12 Graduation (7.30pm) 

Friday 2 October 

Year 12 Assemblies & Last Day 
Last day of Term 3 

Monday 19 October 

First day of Term 4 
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This Week’s Quizzle … 

 

 

 

Answer to the last Quizzle … 
CENTRAL CHARACTER 

Eyebrows 

 

Eyebrows 

Year 5-8 Maths Camp 
Maths World Cup Camp is coming up 
on 24 and 25 September at Camp 
Kedron, Ingleside. Students with a 
passion for Maths will be placed in 
teams and complete a number of fun 
activities to explore their talents!  

The camp, for students in Years 5-8, 
has been running for three years and 
involves students from a number of 
different Christian schools.  

If you would like an application form 
or have any questions, please feel free 
to call Mr Muddle or email him at 
pmuddle@covenant.nsw.edu.au 

Year 7 Parent Dinner 
We would love you to come to the 
Year 7 Parent dinner. 

When: Thursday 17 September at 
7.30pm 

Where: Singha Thai Restaurant, 
Bantry Bay Rd, Frenchs Forest 

RSPV 12 September to Mrs Janine 
Thomas on 0422 448 870 or email 
janinethomas70@gmail.com. 

Looking forward to sharing a great 
night together, especially meeting our 
new parents! 
Mrs Thomas, Mrs Pierson and Mrs Post, 

Year 7 Class Parents 

Middle Section Tests & 
Assignments 
Here are tests and assignments given to the 
students which are due a week or more from 
the issue date. This will assist students and 
parents in planning their work load. 

Subject and Title         Due Date 
YEAR 7 
English (Mrs Knowles class) 
     Wide Reading Sheet 14/9 
History (all classes) Greece Task 14/9   

YEAR 8 
English (Mrs Glassock’s class) 
   Wide Reading Sheet 2 16/9 
  Wide Reading Oral 21/9  
VA Michelangelo Assignment 
   Group 4 4/9  
   Group 2 11/9  
History (all classes) 
Fact Test: Aborigines 16/9  
NB: Maths unit tests held regularly at end of units. 
Students notified in class a day or two prior. 


