COVENANT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
All knowledge through Christ

Our Vision

From the Acting Deputy
Principal

Now that tests and exams have
finished in the Secondary school,
teachers are busy writing reports.
Once upon a time reports were single
sheets with just a mark and a
comment for each subject. As life has
become more complex, so have
reports. Over recent times, we have
been researching and refining reports
and have made numerous changes.
These reports will be the same format
as Semester Two last year. We hope
that you find them helpful and
informative.

Each subject will have a course
outline, describing clearly what has
been studied, as well as a comment
about the student’s progress. There
will be a grade from A to E but there
will not be a mark for exams or tests.
The grade is based on the student’s
work for the whole semester. It will
include the exam mark, if there was
one, any assignments and
assessments, and classwork. A graph
shows the distribution of grades
across the form. This is a much more
complete summary of the child’s
progress. Many subjects in Years 7-10
did not have exams, but rather used a
variety of assessment tasks such as
practicals, speaking tasks, projects and
group work. Thus the report reflects
the work of the whole semester.

One change that will be noted is that
absences are not recorded on the
reports for the Secondary school. We
are working on a separate absences
report that will be sent home each
term. This was not ready for the Year
11 and 12 reports sent home on Friday
but should be included with the
reports for Years 7-10.

Parent/teacher interviews for Years 7-

Our desire is to be part of God’s plan to
unite all things in heaven and on earth
under the lordship of Jesus Christ, by...

Our Mission

10 will take place on Wednesday 30
July in the school hall. We recommend
you take the opportunity to discuss
your child’s progress with their
teachers on this evening.

Report time can be a time of high
anxiety for all involved. Teachers
check and re-check to make sure
everything is accurate, and search for
truthful yet encouraging comments.
Students are anxious that the
comments and marks will be good,
and that where they have tried hard,
this will be noticed. They worry about
what their parents will think. Parents
look for reports which reflect how
their child is going. Some parents are
competitive and compare reports with
others, or compare how each child is
going. We would encourage you to
look at each child individually, and to
discuss the report with them.

Finally, on a different note, next term
we will be running a 4 week program,
Drug Proofing your Kids. This program,
devised by Focus on the Family, will
be run by Mrs Kossally, a parent in
our school and drug educator. This
program is for parents of children in
Junior and Secondary schools and
seeks to open up communication
about all sorts of drugs between
parents and children. The dates will
be advertised shortly and information
sent home. I recommend this most
highly to you.

Reports, parent interviews and special
programs and activities are all part of
our role as a school to work together
with you, the parents, to assist you
not only in the academic education of
your children but in their nurture and
growth in all areas, so that they will
use their gifts wisely and make wise
decisions in the challenging society in

which we live.
Mrs Chris O’Sullivan

...assisting parents in the nurture of their children,
providing a Bible-based, Christ-centred education
which equips the children to live for God's glory.

4 June 2008

From The Prayer Group

Text for the week ...
“Train a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old he will not run

from it.” Proverbs 22:6 (NIV)

For Prayer & Praise

* Praise God for our Year 3 teachers,
students and families. Pray that they
would see and know the wonders of
the Lord.

* Pray for great weather, fellowship and
sportsmanship as the whole school
enjoys athletics carnivals this week.

Praise the Lord for the safe arrival of
Harrison Groves and Henry Trevaskis.

* Continue to pray for our teachers and
each other.

Next week: Year 11— Please join with us
in prayer (Monday, 9.00am on the
staffroom verandah).

We want to pray for you -
for all our staff, students and families.
Email the Prayer Group at:
prayergroup@covenant.nsw.edu.au

Year 7 2009 Information Evening
Wednesday 11 June
Evening of Music

Thursday 12 June
Free entry

Both 7.30pm in the School Hall
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Please note that the

Infants Fun Day

has been postponed due to the
uncertainty of the weather

New School Website
Head online to
www.covenant.nsw.edu.au

We believe our new website better
reflects the life of our school. Let’s all
share it with prospective families so
they can discover Covenant is worth a
closer look. Our blog will help ensure
there is always something fresh to
look at. Students can link articles to
their Facebook or MySpace to share
their school experiences with friends.

A former K-12 student at Covenant,
Mark Barrett, created the website for
us. The Syme family took the aerial
photos when they recently landed a
helicopter on the oval.

HELP! As a newcomer to Covenant
gathering content and photos for the
website has helped me understand
more about the school. Let me know if
there are additional things you feel
would be helpful to include. I am
normally in the office on Wednesdays
and Fridays.
Mr Neil Pierson
Marketing & Promotions
npierson@covenant.nsw.edu.au

PS Vote online for your favourite Year
10 Bald Covie Artwork.

From The Registrar
Transition & Kindergarten 2009

There are still vacancies in the 2 day
Transition (Monday and Tuesday)
and Kindergarten classes for 2009 as
well as some other grades. Please
contact the Registrar, Mrs Wendy
Boase, for an information pack and to
discuss enrolment at Covenant.
Please let your family and friends
know about this opportunity for
enrolment.

School Tour

Our next School Tour and Information
Morning will be held on Thursday 26
June 2008 (9.15am-10.45am). There
will be an opportunity for visitors to
meet the Principal, other staff, parents
and students. Please invite your
friends to consider Christian schooling
at Covenant and to visit the school for
a tour. Bookings are essential.

For further details go to our new
school website.

Speech Giving Assembly
The Year 3-6 staff and students would
like to invite any interested parent to
come and be part of our first speech
giving assembly for this year. The
theme for this event is‘My Amazing
Gran/Grandpa’.

One student, carefully selected from
each class, will present a two minute
speech on one of their inspiring
ancestors. Who knows, maybe we will
find a few skeletons in the closet.

The assembly will be held in the Hall
on Friday June 6 and commences at
2.15pm. We would love to see you
there.

Mr Wayne Morton

Operation Christmas
Child 2008

Christmas seems so far away but for
the Covenant community, Terms 2
and 3 provide the wonderful
opportunity to be involved in the

Operation Christmas Child project.
This project seeks to provide aid in a
small but practical way to help many
children who are victims of poverty,
natural disasters, war and conflict. The
idea is to fill a shoe box with goodies
for the children which will be
collected and shipped off for delivery
to them at Christmas.

As these boxes are delivered, in many
countries, there will also be the
opportunity to share with them the
most important gift of all, the message
of God’s love through Jesus.

Last year, our school collected just
over 150 boxes. This was part of a
larger movement which saw 7.6
million packed shoe boxes delivered
to needy children over 105 countries
around the world. What an amazing
effort!

To be part of this great opportunity,
start collecting items now that will be
useful for and enjoyed by a child in
need around the world. Items may
include toothbrush, hairbrush,
underwear, pencils, t-shirts, small
toys, face washers, soap etc.

Empty standard sized shoe boxes are
now available from the school near
the Christmas tree between the Junior
and Senior library. Donations of $8 per
box for postage and handling are
greatly appreciated and are to be
brought into the school office in an
envelope marked Operation
Christmas Child. Please bring all filled
shoe boxes to the Junior Library to
add to our increasing collection under
the Christmas Tree.

Operation Christmas Child Coordinators
Mrs Watson, Mrs Butler, Mrs Bickell

What’s all the Drama

about?

Year 11 Drama have had a busy time
lately. They performed their self-
devised play, “A story about Love”,
three times last week with great
success.

C"dﬂ’ Cavie - Open every Wednesday - 9.00-11.30am - Takeaway only from 10.15am
School Canteen - Open Mondays and Fridays

CCS Uniform Shop - Open Mondays 2.00-2.45pm and Wednesdays 8.00-9.00am (ph: 9450 2696)
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Last Saturday night they won first
place at the Northern Beaches
Eisteddfod. The trophy will be
displayed with pride in the Drama
room soon. They performed in the
“Group Devised” section, with a time
limit of ten minutes on any theme. We
chose to base our play on the idea that
the nature of God is Love, and that we
were not created out of Power (to
behave like puppets or robots) but
were created uniquely and
individually out of Love. Each of the
actors rose to the occasion and gave a
great performance on the night. It was
a worthwhile experience to watch the
other group perform and listen to the
feedback from the adjudicator.

Three girls from Year 11 Drama also
performed a Duologue at the
Eisteddfod. Congratulations to Lisette
Carter, who came first with her

partner. Hayley Gillespie and Emma
Petrovski received Highly
Commended for their piece.

The following Tuesday we performed
our play at Avalon Public School at
their Combined Scripture Service.
What a success! Our Drama students
learned a great deal from playing to
over 400 children in each session. The
response from the Infants children
was so great that we had to stop and
wait for the laughs to finish before the
play could continue. The Year 11’s
then taught the young children some
songs with actions! You should have
seen the look of surprise on the
teachers’ faces when our girls asked
all 400 Infants children to stand up
and sing “Father Abraham” with all
the actions. I think they thought they
were going to have a riot on their
hands. Our Year 11’s certainly learnt a

Christian School National Swimming 2008

Urgent Freezer Need

Thank you to those of you who have
kindly sent in meals for the
community freezer. We are, however,
urgently in need of more.

lot about crowd control that morning!

Our second performance to another
400 children, Primary aged this time,
went particularly well. The actors
were relaxed and spoke clearly and
expressively and had the audience in
the palms of their hands. The message
of the play really worked with this age
group; they watched quietly and
respectfully and seemed quite amazed
to see teenagers openly expressing
their love for God. They joined in the
singing with enthusiasm and then
Hollie Bainbridge led us all in prayer.
It was a truly worthwhile experience
for both performers and audience.

From to 20 to 22 May, Daniel Mackay and I (Todd Daniels) went on a trip down to

Melbourne to compete in the 2008 Christian School Swimming Nationals. We were

accompanied by the rest of the NSW team, who we met up with at 8.00am at

Sydney Airport.

After leaving the plane and gathering our bags we checked into our hotel rooms or

apartments to unload our things and get ready for a swim session at the pool. After g —

catching a tram to the pool, we were given bag souvenirs that had NCSSC (National “ B

Christian School Swimming Competition) written on them as well as some things inside to please our appetites. We then
had a training session that lasted for 45 minutes. Ready to leave we found our tram ticket was past its expiry date and
therefore we had to walk back to our rooms. When we arrived, we got ready and went out for dinner.

Waking up bright and early at 6.30am after a big first day, we all went downstairs for breakfast and to practice our NSW
war cry. We left and arrived at the swim centre on a coach, where we practised our war cry a couple more times .
Heading into the pool deck we placed our bags down and proceeded to do a march of each state - NSW was the first in
line. After this march came the war cry competition of each state. Then the races started, with medal ceremonies in
between. We ended in a march procession again and then waited for our bus to take us back to our rooms. Later that
night, all states went to Luna Park, where a ceremony was held. A devotion was given, and awards presented to age
champions. We were then all given the night off to enjoy rides with one another and to have a bite to eat.

On the final day, we ate breakfast and then went to pack up all our gear, say goodbye to our rooms and head off to the
MCG where we would be given a tour of the stadium and museum. Our final leg on the bus took us to Melbourne
airport, we checked in and then waited to say goodbye to a fun holiday that had just passed.

Congratulations to Daniel as he came first in all his four individual events (50 Free — he broke the record by a

massive .02sec!), 50 Fly, 50 Back & 100 Free) and was 13 yr national CSSA champion. He was also in the 13 & under 4x50
freestyle relay — they came second; and in the 14 & under 4x50 medley relay — they came first. By Todd Daniels (Yr 11)

NSW All Schools Swimming Carnival

Not only did Daniel compete in the Christian Schools National Swimming carnival but he also competed in the NSW All
Schools Swimming Carnival. Despite such a busy week Daniel did extremely well and won the 13 years boys 100m
Freestyle. He also placed 3 in the 100m Butterfly. These are outstanding results and a just reward for the hours of
training that Daniel does. Daniel has now qualified to compete in the Pacific School Games in late November/early
December. Well done, Daniel!

My Jay Trevaskis, Sport Coordinator
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But that’s not all folks! Year 11 are
frantically preparing for another
performance of a published play
called “Rabbit” by David Foxton. It
will be performed twice on Thursday
26 June in the school Hall; 5.00pm and
7.30pm. This one act play is set ten
years after the Nuclear Holocaust and
is a chilling study of a group of
teenagers left to fend for themselves in
a frightening world devoid of
humanity as we know it.

Please come and support this talented
group of performers.

Mrs Heather Pitt
Drama Teacher

Scholastic Book Fair is
Coming

It's on again—a great way to buy gifts
for family and friends while
supporting our school library.

This year we will be holding the Fair
to include Grandparents Day, and
there will be more opportunities to
order books.

Wednesday 25 June—8.30am-3.15pm
(all day)

Thursday 26 and Friday 27 June—
8.30-9.30am and 2.15-3.15pm.
Purchase books for yourself or buy
books for the Library’s wish list.

PIP Opportunity
I'need helpers to sell books on these

dates. Please call Anne Baker on 0402
418 155 if you are able to help.

Mprs Anne Baker (School Board)

School Community
Events

Kindy Parents Morning Tea
Café Covie—9.00am on Wednesday

11 June. Enquiries to Holly Kozlovsky
on 0415 123 023.

Year 7 Social Gathering
Saturday 21 June —family picnic/
barbeque at Apex Park at Mona Vale
(behind the surf club) from 12.00-

4 4.00pm. Contact Suzie Randolph on
9997 5051.

Lost

Size 16 wool jumper with 'Andrea
Wise' on label. Went missing at
interschool netball. Please return to
Andrea (8G) or the school office if
found.

Letters To Parents

Some of these may not have been distributed
yet.

Date of

Letter Class Topic

26/5 3-6 Mod League for Boys

2/6 12
4/6  9-11 Drama Excursion

If you did not receive a letter relevant to your
child, please ask your child to collect a copy from
their teacher.

Ancient History Excursion

Middle Section Tests &
Assignments

Here are tests and assignments given to the
students which are due a week or more from
the issue date. This will assist students and
parents in planning their work load.

Subject and Title Due Date
YEAR 7

English 7K Book Review 16/6
Biblical Studies 7M Psalm 23/6

NB: Mathematics unit tests are held regularly at
the end of units. Students are notified in class a
day or two prior.

YEAR 8

English (Mrs Glassock’s class)
Wide Reading Sheet 18/6
Oral 25/6

NB: Mathematics unit tests are held regularly at
the end of units. Students are notified in class a
day or two prior.

Community Notices

(The school cannot necessarily make careful assessments
of the quality or integrity of all of the services or events
advertised in the newsletter. The Board welcomes
feedback from members of the school community about
the organizations which receive promotion n.
Comments should be in writing, addressed to the Board,
and will be treated confidentially. The school’s written

policy on “Promotion” can be viewed at the Library.)

* Chic Time—Can Women Really Have It
All? “How to have your cake and eat it
too”. Guest speaker: Gillian Davidson—
barrister, business owner, wife &
mother.

NB—Change of venue to Narrabeen
Baptist Church, 13 Grenfell Ave, North
Narrabeen—3pm on Sunday 8 June

What’s Coming Up!
Thursday 5 June
Infants Fun Day (postponed)
Friday 6 June
Primary Speech Giving Assembly
Secondary Athletics Carnival
Monday 9 June
Queen’s Birthday Holiday

Wednesday 11 June
Kindy Parents Morning Tea
Year 7 2009 Information Evening

Thursday 12 June

Evening of Music (7.30pm)
ICAS Writing & Spelling
Competitions

Infants Fun Day (rescheduled)
Saturday 14 June

CCS BIG Trivia Night

Monday 16 to Friday 20 June
Year 10 Work Experience Week

Tuesday 17 June
Yr 6 Picture Book Launch (2.15pm)

Saturday 21 June
Year 7 Social Gathering

Cost $5 including afternoon tea.. All
women welcome!
RSVP to office@narrabeenbaptist.org.au

Crusader Winter Camps

Crusaders is a Christian organisation
with a great reputation for running safe
and fun activity camps for over 75
years!

This winter there are 16 camps for
students in Yrs 3-12 to choose from.

To find out more about Crusaders visit
www.crusaders.edu.au

This Week’s Quizzle ...

MATTER
“Trrratter—

Answer to the last Quizzle ...
FORTITUDE

Tel 61 2 9450 2688 Fax 61 2 9450 2829 Email admin@covenant.nsw.edu.au Web www.covenant.nsw.edu.au
212 Forest Way Belrose (Enter via Waldon Rd & Dell St) PO Box 6154 Frenchs Forest DC NSW 2086 Australia
Operated by Covenant Christian School Association Ltd ACN 001 706 047 ABN 16 293 821 492

CRICOS Provider No: 00380C CRICOS Registered Provider: Covenant Christian School Association Limited




